
HEARING OFFICER RESUME 
Page 1 of 4 

 
 

Tel: (800) 358-2550    Fax: (516) 794-8518   www.namadr.com Hearing Officers and Conference Facilities Nationwide 

 

HON. CHRISTOPHER C. CONNER 

United States District Court Judge, Middle District of Pennsylvania (Ret.) 

After a long and distinguished career as a federal judge, Judge Christopher C. Conner joins NAM 

as a Hearing Officer. He served more than 22 years on the federal bench for the Middle District of 

Pennsylvania, including 7 years as Chief Judge and an additional 3 years on the United States 

Judicial Conference, the chief policy making body of the federal judiciary. Further, Judge Conner 

was appointed by the Chief Justice to two Judicial Conference Committees, the Committee on 

Codes of Conduct and the Committee on Judicial Resources. He has presided over numerous 

complex matters, including mass torts and class actions. 

In his role as an arbitrator and mediator, Judge Conner hears a wide range of cases including business, commercial, and personal injury 

matters. He also has experience with consumer matters, breach of contract, and employment law. Judge Conner considers each matter 

carefully in his role as a Hearing Officer, using his decades of experience as a federal judge to help parties achieve an amicable 

resolution prior to trial.  

As an Article III judge, Judge Conner presided over 120 bench and jury trials and thousands of cases, including two multidistrict 

litigations. One involved allegations of price-fixing in a large consumer product industry, and the other involved a defective medical 

device used in hospitals. Judge Conner oversaw a number of large and complex matters, including product liability disputes, First 

Amendment claims, tax liability issues flowing from dozens of related entities, and constitutional claims arising from state and federal 

statutes. He handled numerous class actions and collective actions, Covid pandemic damages claims, medical malpractice jury trials, 

intellectual property disputes involving the Lanham Act, trade secret and unfair competition violations, as well as patent infringement 

and licensing issues. With diversity jurisdiction, Judge Conner also handled a wide variety of state law claims including personal injury 

inclusive of aviation and motor vehicle cases, employment, and contract disputes. Among the most notable was the “Kids for Cash” 

case, where two federal judges in northeast Pennsylvania were charged and convicted of receiving money from the developers of 

juvenile detention centers in exchange for declaring juveniles delinquent and assigning them to the detention centers, the vast majority 

of whom were declared delinquent for infractions that typically would result in minor penalties. Judge Conner presided over multiple 

hearings and a lengthy trial to determine damages for the individuals impacted by the scheme. The case drew national headlines for 

months as it played out in Judge Conner’s courtroom and was later depicted in a book entitled Shackled: A Tale of Wronged Kids, Rogue 

Judges, and a Town that Looked Away by Candy J. Cooper. 

Judge Conner’s judicial experience has made him a coveted speaker on continuing legal education (CLE) panels and lectures in 

Pennsylvania. He is also an author who has presented and written on a broad spectrum of litigation-related topics and ethical issues. 

Judge Conner is the editor and co-author of the Ethics Deskbook for United States Judges (First Ed. 2020), which is distributed to every 

judicial officer in the federal judiciary as a comprehensive resource for judges navigating thorny ethical issues. 

Prior to his appointment as a federal judge, Judge Conner worked in private practice in his native Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, a time when 

he was very involved in leadership positions at the Pennsylvania Bar Association (PBA), including President-elect (at the time of his 

nomination to the federal bench) and Vice President. He contributed two additional terms to the PBA Board of Governors, and he is a 

Life Fellow of the Pennsylvania Bar Foundation. 

Judge Conner served as an adjunct professor at Penn State Dickinson School of Law, where he taught federal criminal practice, and at 

Widener University Commonwealth Law School, where he taught trial advocacy. He is a graduate of the Penn State Dickinson School of 
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Law, and he earned his undergraduate degree at Cornell University. He was recently named a “Distinguished Alumni” of Cornell’s Class 

of 1979. 

Judge Conner is available to arbitrate and mediate cases throughout the United States.  

REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS 

■ United States v. Debus, August 2023  

■ Wallace v. Powell (“Kids for Cash”), August 2022 

■ Game Comm’n v. Thomas E. Proctor Heirs Tr., December 2021 

■ Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Pennsylvania, March 2021 

■ Rae, Inc. v. Wolf, December 2020 

■ United States v. Ciavarella, August 2020 

■ Randolph v. Wetzel (Death penalty), May 2020 

AREAS of EXPERIENCE    

■ Antitrust & Trade Regulations  

■ Appellate Practice 

■ Attorney Malpractice/Legal Ethics  

■ Aviation & Aircraft  

■ Banking/Finance/Accounting 

■ Biotechnology & Life Sciences  

■ Bond/Surety  

■ Business/Corporate/Partnership  

■ Civil Rights Class Action/Mass Filings  

■ Commercial  

■ Commodities  

■ Communications/Media/ 

Telecommunication  

■ Construction  

■ Construction Defect  

■ Consumer Law  

■ Cryptocurrency  

■ Dental Malpractice  

■ Education Law/Title IX  

■ Electronic Commerce 

■ Employment Law  

■ Energy & Utilities  

■ Engineering  

■ Entertainment & the Arts  

■ Environmental Law  

■ Equipment Finance/Leasing  

■ Federal Law 

■ Food & Drug/Pharmaceutical/ 

Medical Devices  

■ Franchise Law  

■ Governmental/Public Agency  

■ Healthcare Law  

■ Hospitality  

■ Insurance  

■ Intellectual Property/Patent/ 

Copyright  

■ International Law 

■ Mass Torts  

■ Mass/National Disaster Relief 

■ Medical Malpractice  

■ Mergers & Acquisitions  

■ Natural Resources/Oil & Gas  

■ Negligence/Torts  

■ Personal Injury  

― Auto  

― Construction  

― General  

― Premises  

― Product Liability  

■ Privacy Law/Cybersecurity  

■ Professional Liability/Malpractice 

(Non-Medical) 

■ Property Damage  

■ Public Law 

■ Real Estate Law  

■ Real Property/Land Law/Leasing  

■ Religious Institutions  

■ Securities/Financial  

■ Sexual Abuse/Harassment  

■ Sports Law  

■ Taxation  

■ Technology  

■ Tourism Industry  

■ Toxic Torts  

■ Trade Secrets  

■ Transportation  

■ Trusts & Estates/Probate 
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■ Rothermel v. Dauphin County, March 2020 

■ Camacho Lopez v. Lowe, April 2020 

■ Bizarre v. Berryhill, March 2019 

■ United States v. Ciavarella, January 2018 

■ United States v. Ciavarella, August 2020 

■ Corman v. Torres, March 2018 

■ United States v. Aziz, January 2017 

■ Stauffer v. Navient Solutions, March 2017 

■ UHS of Delaware v. United Health Service, March 2017 

■ Johnson v. Wetzel (solitary confinement), September 2016 

■ Abu Jamal v. Kane, April 2015 

■ Moore v. Beard, 42 F. Supp. 3d 624 August 2014 

■ Advanced Fluid Systems, Inc. v. Huber, April 2015 

■ In re Chocolate Confectionary Antitrust Litig., April 2014 

■ Goudy-Bachman v. U.S. Dept. of Health & Human Servs. (Obamacare), September 2011 

■ Arlington Indus. v. Bridgeport Fittings, March 2010 

■ Arlington Industries v. Bridgeport Fittings, November 2003 

LECTURES and PUBLICATIONS  

■ Co-Author and Editor, Ethics Deskbook for United States Judges (First Edition 2020) 

■ Co-Author, Bridges in Medicine, chapters on “Developing Good Judgment,” publication pending 

■ Co-Author, “Partisan Elections – The Albatross of Pennsylvania’s Appellate Judiciary,” Dickinson Law Review 

■ Authored and co-authored many CLE program materials for the Pennsylvania Bar Institute and other CLE providers 

HONORS and AWARDS 

■ Cornell Class of 1979 “Distinguished Alumni” designation 

■ American Bar Association Special Achievement Award, as co-founder of the Pennsylvania High School Mock Trial Competition 

■ Pennsylvania Bar Foundation, Life Fellow 

■ Pennsylvania Bar Association Special Achievement Award, Judicial Reform Campaign on Merit Selection of Appellate Judges 

■ Widener University Commonwealth Law School, E. John Wherry Lecture Honoree 

JUDICIAL EXPERIENCE 

■ Judge, United States District Court, Middle District of Pennsylvania, 2002 - 2024 

■ Chief Judge, United States District Court, Middle District of Pennsylvania, 2013 - 2020 
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LEGAL EXPERIENCE 

■ Shareholder, Saxton & Stump, 2025 - Present 

■ Adjunct Professor, Penn State Dickinson Law, 2012 - 2017  

■ Adjunct Professor, Widener University Commonwealth Law School, 2000 - 2002  

■ Attorney, Mette Evans & Woodside, 1982 - 2002  

PROFESSIONAL LICENSES and ADMISSIONS  

■ Pennsylvania State Bar 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS and ASSOCIATIONS  

■ Member, Judicial Conference of the United States, 2017 - 2020 

■ Pennsylvania Bar Association 

― Vice President, 2001 

― President-Elect, 2002 

― Board of Governors, YLD representative for three-year term 

― Zone 3 Governor for three-year term 

― Former Member and Chair, Committee on Judicial Selection and Reform 

― Chair, Pennsylvania Bar Association/Young Lawyers Division, 1989, 1990 

■ Former Member, Board of Directors, Dauphin County Bar Association 

■ Honorable William W. Lipsitt American Inn of Court 

EDUCATION 

■ Dickinson School of Law, J.D., 1982 

■ Cornell University, B.A., 1979 


